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ABSTRACT 

A resource person in undergraduate education classes 
WAY proBote insights into the challenges, successes, and frustrations 
associated vith the developaent and iaplecentation o£ eleaentary 
curriculuB. Besource persons aay coae froa the university, the public 
school systea, or the service and business professions in the 
coBBunity, The direct benefits of the resource person include: (a) 
sharing unigue, specialized knovledge and experiences; (b) sharing 
Instructional aedia including audiovisual hardware and softvare, as 
well as published, teacher-designed, and teacher -constructed 
instructional oaterials; (c) sharing divergent philosophies; (d) 
providing possible role aodels; (e) identifying possible options and 
goals for future career growth; (f) stiaulating a realistic approach 
to educational probleas; and (g) providing siaulations of selected 
professional situations. An indirect benefit resulting froa the use 
of resource persons in the elementary education class is the iaproved 
relationship between the college or university and the institution to 
which the resource person belongs. (HfiD) 
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The Bft8our«« Person In Elementary ?eaeher Edueation 

Today *f inatruetor of professional eleaentary edueatlon 
eourses is eonfronted with the laiiense ehallenge of providing 
realiSB In his Instraetlon of prosp<«etlTe teaehers* This 
reallsa has been faellltated through sueh Tar led teehnlqu^s 
as flXn slsmlatlons and Tldeotaplng of teaehlng perfonsiuiee, 
field trips, and ohserration^partieipatlon esperlenoes In 
elementary elassrooms* 

As a supplenent to these approaehest the resouree person 
m edueatlon elasses aay prcmote insights into the ehallengest 
sueeesses» and frustrations assoeiated with the develoisBent 
and iaplesentation of the elesientary eurrieulua* The Talues 
whleh he derived froB the partleipatlon of resouree 
persons In edueatlon elasses aeerue not only to the unlTorslty 
and lt*s students Imt also to the numerous sourees froa whleh 
the resouree persons have been reerulted* 

Some of the Talues to be gained froa tlM resouree 
person*s Interaetlon with the edueatlon students are 
indireet* These eontaets may stlsmlate improved publie 
relations not only between the university and the publie 
sehools but also between the iiniversity and the Mrter 
eoBBunity* The invitation of a resouree person to visit 
aa Sdueation elass is an aeSmowledgsent of that person^s 
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•apabllity to add a unique dinension of reallss whlr.ii say 

not b« aehievod by tho Instruotor uiuuiiisted* Tho laplltit 

Aocaaga to tba unlTorslty student is that the aequieltlon of 

eesentlaX aspeets of teaoher eduoatlon is dependent upon 

eontaets with key individuals in the field. It is imteVle 

that the resouree persont followins his visit with university 

students will share his impressions of the edueation elass 

with his eolleagues in the publie sehools ax&& eoamnlty, 

thus furthering the image of the eollege student as a eoneerned 

and eomaitted individual. Students who have made this . 

impression may be more likely to be weleomed as observers g 

partieipants and student teaohers in the eomau^ity sehools* 

Another eoneeivable Indireet benefit is that the student nay 

perceive as a model the instructor who sueeessfully uses 

reswuree persons. The student who has observed the ef festive 

use of resource persons in the college classroom m&f more 

readily identify and utilize appropriate resouree persons 

to supplement his instruction in the elementary classroom. 

The direct benefits of the resource persons* visits are 

limited only by the Imegination and initiative of the 

instructor who makes the selection and guides the planning 

With the assistance of students. In realising selected 

objectives of an education course « the resource person 

may contribute in various ways such asi 

Im Sharing unique and specialized knowledge and 
experience 

Z» Sharing instruct ionaii^ia including audio^visual 
hardware sM software and published as well as 
teachcr-des igncd and constructed instructional 
materials 
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3« Sharlas dl%«rgent phllo8ophl«s ana viewpoints 
^* Providing possible role aodels 

5« Xdentifjrlns possible options and goals for faturo 
eareer growth and dSTelopnent 

6* Providing an unthreatenlng atsosphere for open 
dlseusslon of eruelal edueat .tonal issues 

?• Stimulating a roalistl© approaeh to edneational 
problems 

8* Providing slnalatlons of selected professional 
situations 

Xn returBi the resouree persons iNisrf^fS«:2sf!rflasitlieir 
eontrltutlons* They nay be able to advanee the aeeeptanoe 
and adoption of some of their ereatlve innovations to a 
reeeptlve population. Furthermore, eoneerned and eapable 
students with shallenglng and insightful reaetlons say 
stimulate the resouree persons to re-examine and possibly 
modify SOBS 6f their positions* 

Good resouree persons some not only from publie sehool 
systems but from other eommnlty faeilities with an 
edueat lonal eomponent as well. Every eommunity has a wealth 
of potential resouree persons t some of whom may be relatively 
unique to a particular eommunity* As the education instructor 
becomes Involved with the public schools and the communityt 
these individuals may be discovered* 

Childres as resource persons are available in every 
community* With appropriate arrangements t small groups of 
children may visit the university classroom for demonstration 
purposes* Their responses to selected instructional techniques 
may be critically observed by the prospective teachers* Sopi 



•pproprlatft ssaXl group ftetivitlefi aret 

!• Writ ins a •reatlvo story 

2« Orawiag a pioturo 

3* Dramatis ins an intld^nt 

^« BoXa^pXaytag a situation 

$• ParforBing a siapXa aoisnee exparii^iit 

6« Rsportizis on a hook or an author 

?• Ramforaiiig a speoifia raadang skill 

8r Oiseussins an issue in soaied studios 

9* Rosposding to questions requiring both eonvergent 
and diTorgent thinking to illustrate the oontrast 

The ehildren's visit to a eollage aampus eould 1M plcmned 

to have Isplieations for eareer <wation» It eould provide 

then with an opportunity to observe ^ne aspeet of the adult 

world* 

Fttblie sehool personnel in their various roles as 

elassrooB teaehers* speeialists and administrators are 

espeeially valuable resouree persons* Classrooa teaehers 

aay vividly deseribe experienees related to teaehing 

Ca) the odueable aentally retarded » (b) the physieally 

handieappedf (o) the eulturally disaevantagedt (d) the 

bilingualt and <e) presehool»kindergarten ehildren* 

Slesentary teaohers who have effeetively utilised individual* 

ised instruetion or are experiaenting with the open elassroos 

nay share their instruotional approaehes* Oeeasionallyt 

r panel d issues ions are the nost ef festive method of 
presentation* For example # several teaehers who team teaeh 
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In an op*n •lassroom night desorlbe their pro«eda7«8 tor 
planning, instra«tion and evaluation* Or» sevez^l tt^aohers 
of ehildren from a wide range of age levels »ight donpare 
and eontrast ehildren*e growth and development at these 
different age levels* 

Those special lets who are supportive of the elassroom 
teacher's role may describe their roles and responsibilities 
as they relate to the elementary curriculum* ^ong those 
whc could provide worthwhile contributions arei (a) various 
subject matter speeialistSt (b) apaech therapists, (c) elementary 
guidance counselors, (d) school nurses, (e) school 
psychologists, and (f) home^sohool coordinators* 

Elementary administrators may clarify their roles as 
instructional leaders* They may preview for prospective 
teachers the nature of <a) inscrvloe education, (b) the 
adoption of curriculum modifioations, sasd (c) the evaluation 
(including self -evaluat ion) of teaching performance* 
Administrators may even simulate Job interviews for stud^nt^ 
who are nearing the completion of their training. 

The edusatlon instructor may supplement his instruction 
with the contributions of resource persons from within his 
institution an well as from other intltutions* 

From within his institution, the specialized education 
librarian may acquaint the students with important reference 
materials in education and related fields* Audio*visual 
media personnel may demonstrate the use of aM guldd the 
students* initial operation of a wide range of equipment* 

o 
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The skills t spedlalisatlons and Interests of faeult^ 

members outside of elementarjr edueatlon may provide enrleh- 

ment* Ezaaples of possible eontrlbutors arei 

!• An edueatlonal psyeholoslst who has eondueted 
researeh related to ohlld deTelo!»ient» e.g., the 
development of ereatlvlty or language development 

2* A soelal worker with ezperienee and Imowledge related 
to the lapaet of the faallsr situation upon the 
ehlld's development 

3* A soeiologlst With a speeialization in Blatt 
Studies in the elementary ourrieulua 

4* An eeonomist or anthropologist who have analysed 
eonoepts in their respeotive fields for their 
appropriate applieation to the elementary soelal 
studies eurrieulnm. 

5* A linguisties speeialist aoquainted with the 
theory and rationale of the new grammar 

6» An artist familiar with the styles and types of 
media used in illustrations of ehildren*» )iiofettre 
bootts 

Frequently the resouree person and ths inv^mStor may 

team teaeh* This is partieularly appzs0|it&Ato when the 

speeializations of the twn. are elosely allied sueh as In 

the following situations! 

!• A ehildren*8 literature instruetor visits a sooial 
studies methods elass to share literature whieh would 
both direotly and indireetly promote the attainment 
o0 speeified soeial studies objeetives» e«g«» 
eeologieal values and eoneeptSf understanding of 
minority group problems or psyehologieal problems 

2* A soeial studies methods instructor visits a 
ehildren's literature olass to share poetry 
anthologies f informational books « biographies, and 
historieal f lotion eoUeoted for a unit on the 
ttivil wart for emipXe* 

3» A reading methods instruetor with a speeial 
♦op^ t i i ji ss ftm er^tfteal read&ag ^t)|6d8 shares 
suggestions for the development of pertinent 
oritioal reading skills with methods elasses 
in 8oienee» soeial studies » or ohiSren's literature 

Companies publishing testbooks and other instraetional 
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Btttarlalfi woIogbo opportunities to send roprosoatatlvos to 
speak with px^peetlTo teael^rs* Often tliese ropresentatiTOS 
haire ooBsidorable expariez^e plus speeiaXlsed gn^uate training 
in the area related to the Instruetioitta naterlal^ t^f^mem 
proBotlns* These resooree persons vms artieulately give an 
aoeount of the doTelepMnt and the snssested use of their 
aaterials. Xn reeognition of the eorrent trend toward a 
miiltl«B0dia approaeh leaming, they aajr exhibit saaples 
of Tarious BMia to desonstrate their eoordination and proper 
seXeetion to i^et indlvidnal ehildren*s needs* Coaipanles 
whieh have developed ard produeed aadio^visnal media are 
eager to desonstrate their sost resent develoi^ents in 
hardware and software to prospeetive enstmMirs* This 
aequaidi students with initiations in the rapidXr ehAnging 
field of audio-^lsnal nedia* ^ 

Students naj benefit froa the visits of two representatlTOS 
fron eoapanies puhlishlng very different prograas* For 
exaaplot a stmetured and nsfitruetored early ehlldhood 
edueation program asgr be eoapared and eontrasted* As students 
are eonfronted with various progress » they say exaaine sueh 
questions ast la) How do different prograas approaeh slalXar 
and/or divergent objeetlves? (b) Vhat is the rationale for 
their prograss based upon their philosophy? These experienees 
in evaluatisg ins trust lonal aatarl&ls aay provide isases for 
later dee is ion aaklng when the students are eXassrooa 
teaehers serving on textbook seXeetion eoaalttees* 
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The pertormn^e of essential edueatlonal servlees is not 
Halted to the isablle sehoolSft The identlf ioation and 
tttllissatlon of resouree persons who are perforalsg these 
senrloes aajr proaote emmnieatlon t»etween the nnlTsrsity euod 
the eominitsr* 

The Head Start dlreetort teaQher» or parent-eeordlnator 
laay share their ezperienoes with ehlld develoi^ent or presohooX 
methods elasses. The direotor or teaehers froa a Hontessorl 
sehool say deseritoe Kontessori's phiXdso^^y, theories, aethods 
ai^ aaterials perhaps preoeding a elass field trip to a 
Montessori sehool* The )aom in da^ o€ure eenters deserves 
reeognition* Students eoneemed with the pi^sohooler nay 
boooiM faailiar with soae typieal day eare prosrass through the 
▼is it of a day eare eenter enpXoyee* As a eonsequenoe of 
these resouree persons • eontrilMtionst soae pros pee tive 
teaohers sight beomse suff ioiently interested in the young 
ehiXd to deeide to pursue a eareer In the rapidly expand ing 
field of presehooX edueation* 

The 800 is I vorker empXoyed by a welfare ageney to assist 
faailies with probleas B»y be an important souree of iafomation 
pertinent to understand iag aiiiXAren* This resouree jserson ojc 
eould share his knowledge of the types of h<me situations with 
whieh some ehildren are eonf rented atid the kind of asslutanee 
provided for them by the welfare ageney* Their eoordlnatiTo 
efforts with the pubXie sehooXs may be explored* 

The prospeetlve teaeher needs to be eognisant of the 
nature asd extent of the drug abuse probXem among ehildren* 



A reputable souroe of this Inforaatlon is a representative of 

thm pollee departaent* Sueh an individual aajr share informative 

f ilaa and regalia and report aotual cza»pl#8 of tragie 

Situations related to drug almse among elementary sohool 

ohlldren* In those eonsanities where the poliee department 

working in oon^^unetion with the public sohools has designed 

a dnks edueatlon program, the seope and sequenoe of this 

eurrioulua be presented* 

In nearly all eossunities the publie library provides 

valuable eduoational serviees for children. This is aoeompllshed 

both independently aai cooperatively with the publio schools. 

The children's librarian visiting the children's literature 

class as a resource person may 

X. Tell a children's story, thus providing a model 
for aspiring storytellers. 

2* Present the library's criteria for choosing children's 
books for purchase. 

3» Identify the specific books which are most popular 
With children at d if fervent age levels. 

4. Share techniques for motivating children to select 
and read high quality literature. 

5* Heview recent publications of children's books 
acquired by the li^ary. 

6. Explain the library's policy relative to purchasing 
•controversial" children's books. 

7» Explain the public library's coordination of efforts 
with the publio school. 

The recent incorporation of environmental education in 

the elementary currieultua is esemplified in the growth of 

outdoor education programs. In a community fortunate enough 

to have such a program, the director or teachers of such a 



10 

prograa aay aoooaplish several objeetives fros a visit to 
an elementary seienee or fidelal studies aethods elass. These 
alsht ineludet 

It Describing envlromental eduoatioa aetlvltles whleh 
aetually benefit the eosaanity 

2« Stiaulatlng Interest ainons students who are 

potential partielpants or student teaohers in the 
program 

3» Sharing teohniques of Ineorporating aspeets of 
outdoor edueation in the eleaeatary olassrooa 

4« Identifying the advantages to be derived froa the 
openness and inforaality of an outdoor edueation 
prograa 

5« Deseribing the eooprdination of the outdoor edueation 
prograa with the eleaentary eurrioulua 

It is apparent froa a survey of these illustrations and 
suggestions that eaeh teaoher edueator aust aake his own 
identif ieations and seleetlons of resouree persons based upon 
needs. Interests easA availability* 

To faoilitate the identif ieat ion and selection of 

resouree persons, it would be advisable for departaents of 

eloaientary edueation to maintain a current file of such 

pertinent inforaatlon related to each resouree person ast 

1» Their professional title, address, and teloi^ne 
nuaber 

2« A brief suaaary of their oral presentation aM aedla 

3# A brief suaaary of their unique experiences, roles 
and responslbilltir*? 

4. The specific preparation which the resource person 
aay expect froa the instructor and/or students 

5« The naae(s} of other resource person^s) with whoa 
they alght teaa 
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This file of resouroe jsersons beeomeo Ixserdasln^ly 
useful as aors potential resouroe persons ape Identified 
through Instrufttors* and studshts* contaots with the public 
sehoola aisdithe ooniaunity and through the reeoimiidations of 
eurreut resource persons* Students need to be eontlnuously 
eneouraged to reeonaend elassrooa teachers and other 
professionals with whoa they aay be in eontaot who have 
special eompeteneies whleh oould be shared for the benefit 
of prospeetlve teachers. 

Although the concern of this article has been with the 
utilization of resource persons In undergraduate teacher 
educationt it is Imperative that classroon teachers who are 
participating in Inservlod training including graduate 
education be exposed to and encouraged to interact with resource 
persons representing a variety of backgrounds am viewpoints. 



